
Luna Moth 
Not the Lunar Moth – but the Luna Moth!  It 

is a very large insect with a wing span of 

nearly 4.5 inches and a very strong flier!  The 

moth is the adult stage of the life cycle of an 

insect that also has larvae and pupa stages.  

The Luna Moth is a spectacular lime green 

with long, curving hind wings that look like 

tails.  These hind wings have markings that 

look like eyespots, a very clever defense 

mechanism that the moth uses to confuse 

predators.  Luna moths only fly at night and 

they are attracted to light.  

Their favorite food?  They do 

not feed!  They exist only for 

about a week and their 

only purpose is to find 

a mate. 
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Honey Bee 
Honey Bees are one of the most important insects 

in the world because they pollinate plants –move 

pollen from one plant to another so it can blossom. 

In fact, they pollinate about 80% of all plants. 

Without them, people would not be able to grow 

food like apples, pears, and corn. Honey Bees are 

not very big, only about three-quarters of an inch 

long with slightly fuzzy reddish-brown bodies with 

black accents and orangey-yellow rings on their 

abdomen.  

There are three types of Honey Bees: workers, 

drones and the Queen. The workers collect pollen 

and nectar from plants and take it back to their 

hive where they turn it into honey. The Queen lays 

the eggs and produces a chemical 

that influences how all the other 

bees behave. The drones don’t 

do much and they are kicked 

out of the hive at the end of 

the season!   
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Praying Mantis 
The Praying Mantis gets its name from its 

appearance when it is resting – its front forelegs 

are held together and the insect looks like it is 

praying. That how the Praying Mantis fools its 

supper! They have 2 compound eyes with 3 

simple eyes placed between them and they can 

rotate their long neck and see everything from 

the praying position. Their green to brown color 

allows them to be easily camouflaged. Their 

forelegs have rows of sharp spikes. The Praying 

Mantis waits for another insect to some along, 

grabs it with the spikes, and munches! It can grow 

to be quite large, from 2 – 6 inches in 

length. All adult Praying Mantis 

die in the fall – the females eat 

the males first, lays their eggs, 

and then they die.  The 

next spring hundreds of 

new little mantis will 

hatch out. 
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Crane Fly 
A giant mosquito?  The Crane Fly is often 

mistaken for one but it is not!  It has long 

antennae and long, thin legs but it is much bigger 

than a mosquito, growing 1-2 inches long.  It has 

lots of nicknames:  skeeter eater, mosquito hawk, 

gollywhopper and gallinipper.  The Crane Fly lives 

near water and it has many predators like fish and 

turtles.  It is not a good flyer – a bit on the wobbly 

side.  It is attracted to light and is often seen 

around outdoor fixtures.  But it doesn’t bite, sting 

or do anything nasty – it doesn’t even eat!  Its 

only purpose is to mate and lay eggs.  There is 

something special about Crane Fly.  

It will only exist where the 

water is not badly polluted and 

is an indicator of water quality 

that environmentalists 

measure.   
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